PRE-GOSPEL PERIOD _
THE _APOSTOLIC AGE .

THE EARLIEST PROCLAIMED MESSAGE OR GOSE: i—!‘iERVGMM
During the time of Jesus' Public Mimstry tht? Gospels were 1' iten. 1y Was 4 fin,
was still preaching and the disciples were Witnesses of {J:1 esus Tgtssa.ge. Even IMmeg;
his ascension to heaven, the disciples and apostles could not write.

My,
alehj aﬁ

In the period after the ascension, the message about Jesus Christ (the Gospel) was el

by the apostles and other eye witnesses. The Gospel was spread orally (by the “;T;l "
mouth). rf

The apostles were proclaiming the new Kingdom which was different from the o|q

pe_.riod1 the events of the life of Jesus were still well preserved in the minds of
witnessed his public ministry.

thosg W

Mast people during the apostolic period relied on memory and what they possesse Was
Good News about Jesus Christ otherwise called the Kerygma.

The word Kerygma is an English expression of a Greek word Ke

i ryssein which meg
proclaim or announce the message. “n

In other words, members of the earl | Bl
Gospel message. I bref, Kerygma was the nacpons ooty L 2 the orginal frnl

’ was th ies :
Sometimes the preachers used to pr PO - by the word of mou

Good : each from door to door. It took | i
r00d News could be written down. Its content can be shown as followzl ' _Iﬂﬂg e -

THE CONTENT OF THE KERYGMA

1. The Kerygma was centred around the life
rn of a virgin woman

The message proclaims
known as Mary.

'-'.th&t 18, the one expected to Comk
eed a Liberator

Prophecies of Isaiah 9 1- 7,42 1-9, o/

the 1 Ir"--'-?qu Sathered arouncgi
1 g I's Kingdom, g

sed his deeds (the v,

T
Bl Wi
AN

B YT

{0 him" Was from God. That was e

~ eociated with gl kings of people o

’ =~ ©Xtent that the stiffest OPPOSiﬁoﬂﬁﬂ:
jected by | _ and
the Pharisees, Sadduces &

!
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OVET to the Roman

_ S preferred him.dead .
Jesus Was crucy ’ -
e Wi erinioal fied and that he died an accursed death ; o as if
12. it also stressed that Jegys was bur
ed and r
foretold. OS€ again on the third day as the SCriptures
13. After his resurrection. 4

14. The Kerygma goes on 1

15 Prior to his ascensi

16. Jesus also promised 1o o

ome back (Paraousia) where he will judge the dead and the living

I7. The Kerygma calls upon

are for his second comine through repentance.
I8, Thus the people are cal > & 16}

led upon to dccept and be baptised and by their actions, God will

' |

19 The Kerygma stressed that salvation is by faith not obedjenée to Mosfz'i
20. The stressed that 1l

ic law.
res mankind through Jesus' death who saved man
from his sins. % 3
21. That Jesus has come in David's line according to God's promises.

22. The belief in the Gospel gives the gift of eternal life.

23. Jesus commussioned his apostles to preach the Good News. perform miracles. convert
people and expand God's Kingdom.

24, The Kerygma emphasi
Holy Spirit.

sed the belief in the trinity of God- i e God the Father. Son and

Ker}-‘gma*
3. The
h TOday, the Kerygma is rel "' ’?_' t B e e .
. € Chul'ﬂh tﬂday prez ches <l
: of the early church
| E_‘Fgr_y twenty-fifth December

' =
ﬁ.'."'-.' =1 = l: P 1 .. .
" D | ‘-'rl'-_ ] RE
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nessiah who died to hberate them

ACTIVITIES OF THE :
1 Church members Wet
They were giving . structions to the

and praising G(’d In hymins, prayers, creeqs
mfamtghumhﬂﬁ | :

el Ker\?s,i'na
2 went around— preachlﬂg the (105]38 ( , ) i “Ent 0
3 The early Christians oo | o
ol Euchamt £ 8 .
evangelising.. haring the Holy
ad 1.€. §

g S landhbmahklgﬁri::sb;;pomted leaders 1.e. deacons t',a e En admlmm““g l
5 The early churC S

church. &
6. They started laymg hands on peop -4 out Biblical teachings. 7
& At the time, they tfﬁns‘mﬁed afld presewe t d i wntm the Gospel mes
o Members of the carly church started getting involved i WIEIRE (5 7 (e (FRAces
Mark, Matthew, Luke and John yet, others Wfﬁte letters €. TN e
Christians of Corinth, Galatia, Rome, €tC.- P
10. People lived together through fellowshlpplng e.g. In crusades, €tc. | :
11.. Most members of the early church spent their time answering very difficult questions o
" dogmatic teaching and views of gnostics so as to save the public from false teachings

12, Chuistians also exercised the g1ﬁs of the; Holy Spmt- performmg m1ra¢lesﬂ .speakmu i
. “tongues, etc fataci TPE L s e halon A i 5 AN
13. This was tie time when mgfst of them made M551orrary Joumeys— for example. St P

moved to Galatian provinces, Corinth, Capadocia, Asia Minor, Rome, etc.

The Christian leaders went on baptising others in order to expand the Kingdom of god
instructed by Jesus.

15. They went founding many churches in the areas they visited. :
16. The early church leaders spent most of their time solving Chrrstlan [ﬁoblems-.. settinz
Christian dl,sputes, etc §OR ]

V4 1Sl
. : ‘}T‘Tﬂm AU B

14.

away frem thelf ''''' P s
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MQD OF O_B_A_L‘MM RELATION TO THE GOSPEL MESSAGE
, Tus B .tht:&. pf.:rn:_}af n the early church when the Gospel messaw-'e *.'a.fa:a bein l t v d
orally or by use of the mouth angd from-house O hougi liif"ff@‘m'iEi%m‘l"ié“ Soff 37 TH A
7 It was the period between the ascension of Jesys and’the time }af WTIt] }3@]50‘1, e
ffom33 AD to64 AD iting the Gospels i.e.
It is the Kerygmatic period when |
mouth. Here what Jesus had taug
witnesses.
4 During this period, there wag
coming of Jesus Christ.
5 During this period, the CJ
hossible.

6. It was a period when thg;h“e WEIE very many eye witnesses enthusiastic to spread the Gospel
message through preaching and door to door conversion.

7. At this time, the apostles or disciples positioned themselves everywhere so as to be
consulted In case people needed Jesus' pronouncements or teachings. |

8. It was a period of active preaching, exercising the power of the Holv Spirit, etc.

9 T}}e Permd rfaﬂe-:ted the church members involved in different activities- baptising, making
MISSIONAry  journeys, emphasis on  prayer, interpreting Jesus' works and sayings,
fellowshipping, sharing, moral instructions among others. S

10. It was a period when we see members of the church under serious persecution, when they
were taken before the councils, harassed by the Roman emperor- Nero. - e

Il During this period, the €ye witnesses emphasised the death and resurrection.of Jesus as a
core message of this period.. - N I ~

12 This period was characterised by attempts to mterpret the Gospel message in terms of

Ldd

;he Gﬂspejl message started circulating by word of
It was being spread by the disciples and other eye

a lot of anxiety in expectation of Paraousia i.e. the second

mistians were struggling to winas many converts as fast as

God's Kingdom. |
[3. The period was characterised by sharing of property e.g. selling land and sharing the
money, o s P D PR R S _

14. Christians at this time were trying to link the era of Jesus to the Old testament scriptures
Le. how the Old testament had been fulfilled by Jesus. -
15 At this time most people used to make- pilgrimages to- Jerusalem as a centre of

16. 1t was a time wher: Christians concentrated on the breaking of bread as a way of
feuourshippiﬂg* ' : Sk 'k-. 218, |

* 1was a period of active repentance through baptism in light
Rﬁpfﬁf and be b@ﬂ'?ﬂe{i‘ s I 5 Sl 'iﬁ** B N

. [ T e,
ALY E CTFNMGS

- wWIlICIL (11C I'1¢
I R e e A BN o B
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dii on in relatmn to the Gospel message
oral traditl

HY THE (rOSPELS WER

' CE s ES) W E
RLASONS (FACTORS/ CIRCUMSTANC ) RAL TRADITION \oy

THE O
WRITTEN DURING THE PER oD g: .. most people could not commit themgg 4
{iresome; H
| The exercise of writing was
write the Gospels. By this time, the Church ~was still impoverished and finkng A
7 Lack off finance: v

Gospe! was
ensive to write, that is why the Gosp 1 SPTead orglly
incapacitated. Since it .was EXp lot of fear such that no person cou d risk PUbhsh n

-
=)
44
- &
Ly
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3
é
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P
-y
g
4
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=9

t Christ. is disciples to prea
K aény;rgn(%h?zt);m were arguing that Jesus had commanded his discipies to p Ch but ot
- So L4

write. So. they saw no need of writing. - PP
5. The w1tneasesyet Tesus were s busy that there was no leisure time to wntmg

6 It was also believed that Jesus had not written any Gospel and so, the dlSClples Wers

hing orally.
imitating him by confining themselves on preac — _
7. The s:zi of th}e church was still small. For this matter, it ‘was easy to carry out oy

the Gospel. -

preaching and there was no need of writing

8. By this time, writing materials ¢.g. the scrolls was t00 expenswe The disciples being poor
could not afford writing. | |

9. The Christians still had the Old testament scnptures to refer to Therefore there Was no
ardent need to write. - ’ .. 8

10. Most of the apostles, disciples and other witnesses were still alive. Whoever wanted (0

know about Christ could just consult them and get first hand ififormation  There was §
need of writing.

11. Related to the above, the disciples', apostles' and eve witnesses' memories were stil fresh

and sharp. They could reproduce everythmg coﬁt‘:ennng Chnst to everyone. Thus, there
was no need of writing. TR T

12. There was a thll‘lg that Paraousia (Jesus imminent return) was near. S() there was 10
need of writing since this would waste their time and effort . - - *

13. The first half of the century was still a non-literary age. Thus, the first followers Df Jests
‘were-illiterate i.¢. not well educated people. Most ‘of them had been fishermen.

14 It was a common practice for the Rabbis (teach Therefore, ! i
- preachers felt it was normal to use the oral t Fala teach orally n Whe'

melhd 0 ularl used by them. Even
Jesus stared his Public Ministry, he used ol methe ,p e et

rrrrrr
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)y It took a long time for Chnsnamt\:
apostles could not write the Gospel-
accepted by all the people,

22 It was very difficult to collect and organise th
pre,aghmg in different parts of the world

It is also said that there were still disagreements amongst the followers of Jesus: 1t was
beﬁu to first preach to them instead of writing. - -

to be accepted in most parts of the world. so. the
since they were not sure that Chnistianity could be

—-ﬂ-*m.l_f

e data from ey&ewitnesses as they were busy

- S

REASONS WHY I'T WAS NECESSARY TO WRITE THE GOSPELS

| There was a lot of persecution by E mperor Nero around 64 A.D. Most Christians went
into hiding: Peter, Paul and other could have probably died during this time. As a result.
writing was seen as a possible way through which the Good News could spread
Some eye witnesses including apostles started cl} ing. The information about Christ had to

| be written for its easy preservation. X 7 -

At this time, people memories started fading. There was fear that the Kerygma would be

forgotten. As a result, writing was seen to be a solttion. '

4. Some problems-started arising in distant churches: ‘So the New ‘testament materials had to
be written. E.g. St Paul had to write to the Corinthians, Galatlans Ephemans Romans.
Philliptans, etc. AR e s S R L o

S The Church started ehpandmg geograpmcally and numerically. This necessitated the
writing of the Gospels and other letters so as to have the Good News spread where the
apostles could not reach.

6. At this time, materials for writing became available e.g. scrolls, manuscripts, etc.

7 The Church's economic stand improved and so it was easy to meet the cost of writing.

8 As the Christians waited for Paraousia i.e. Jesus' imminent second coming, it delaved. So.
they wrote to have Good News so as to keep up the hopes of Christians as they waited for
the day.

9 As time went on, there was a necessity to have permanent records so that the future
generation would be helped to know the life and the ministry of Jesus and what he did for
them on the cross. =

10. At this period, there emerged some false teaching, which misled some Christians. S0,
there was a need to have proper documents which they were to use to guide the

-2

"

Christians. & eily S

I'T. The period of literacy and m_ _:'?';i-'_‘ had set in. Many people had learnt how to read and
write. So, they started writing the Good Ns and other New testament materials.

12. The Holy Spirit also contit “" spire them to write.

13. Also there came a q n of moral issu
using the scnptuf as point of guidance. "

14 There was at neec
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wouid soread S0-18st tnan \
'8. It was realised also that writren messages I 5Df€2_f:1 (21 \a,ama?hordl 1€SSage y
thev had been charged with the dutv of spreadlﬂg th_e | IOO_ *L T Writing
inevitable means. B e gy
19. There was also a need to defend Christianity -betore government leaderg Dy wn’ting ané
Proving that it was not against the affairs of the btat'c. ﬁ -t H-
20. As time went on, people continued to doubt Jesus' resurrection. So, there Was g
write and prove the reality of resurrection. - P
21. There were so many Christians who were scattered I many parts ot the world, de
because of persecution; there was a need to write so as to encourage
sufferings |

<. There emerged so many evangelists who needed materials to use while Carrying gy thei

ministry . | | B0 |
3. Need to preserve the Good News in its original form m
Gospels.  This is because . the oral Gospel 'was: suscepti
distorted. So, by putting it in'a more lasting form; this probl
24, At this time, there was confusion bro
saying that Jesus was only man;
man and God.- So, there was a

ade the writers Compose
ble to be misinterpreteq 4
em would be solved

ught about by docestic thinking. Here people started
others argued that to.write and prove that Jesus was byl
need-to write and -clarify i | A

. ]
. '

GUIDING QUESTIONS TO BE AN
Q: Discuss the circumstances
Testament Gospels. s

Q: Examine the factors which faciliﬁted

the end of the oral period.
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DS (MEANS) USED IN THE TRANSMISS N
Mgggm()l) OF THE EARLY CHURCH ION OF THE GOOD NEWS IN
{ Oral transmission:  This was a method of preaching by use of the mouth; from person to

person and house to hOl.J..SE- [t was a common method before other methods were adopted.

7 By exercising spiritual 8-!ﬂ.5 e.g. healing, speaking in tongues. prophesying, discerning, etc.

1 Through prayer ::md praising the Lord the_Gﬂnod News spread in many parts of the world.

praver characterised the life of early Christians. Through this the Gospel was accepted

and people became Christians.

4 Through performing miracles in the name of Jesus, many people believed and accepted
Christianity.

s Emphasis was also put on sacraments e.g. celebrations of the Lord's supper (Holy
Communion), baptism of those who believed, etc.. as a result the Gospel for beyond
Jerusalem. _

6. By giving testimonies of what Jesus Christ had done for them on the cross i.e. by being
witnesses of Christ suffering, death and resurrection. This helped the Gospel message to
spread faster thus extending Christianity in far off lands. - -

7. The Gospel message was also spread by showing practical love (or agape love). Christians
could share property, visit the sick, assist the needy etc. In so doing the Gospel message
spread like fire. | dialba |

8. Good conduct of Christians became a means through which the Gospel message was
spread. Here, they won admiration ard ¢onfidence of the non-believers. * Consequently.
the latter accepted and were converted into Christianity. - £ |

9. Through endurance of persecution and accepting martyrdom. Most people accepted
suffering as a means to eternity, accepted Jesus in their life styles and became converted.
It is such endurance of Christians that'won many followers to Christianity.

1. By making missionary journeys and spreading the Good News e.g. St Paul moved to
Gentile hands and spread the Gospel.

I1. Through fellowships, crusades, and interpreting the Old testament scriptures to the
audience showing how they had been fulfilled in the personality of Christ Jesus. With this,
the Gospel message was accepted. | |

12. The Good News also spread through open air preaching. People would preach from

anywhere’ in“public places e.g. city centres, near hospitals, funeral rites and with this, the

Good News spread in many parts of the world. S |

As the oral period was ending, the early apostles wrote the Gospels. Mark became the

first to write by around 64 A D., Matthew. Luke, and John followed suit. As a result, the

" agi;lt:unt of Jesus' life was made known to the people who accepted and became baptised.

-~ ther forms of Christian literature was circulated. St Paul himself wrote 13 letters and

5. spatched them to different cities to Galatians, Connthians, Romans, etc.

iﬁ?ﬁ;’ meetings were held, responsibilities given to different people and the Church
nded | |

A - LSRRG Gapbie
-IES];E?&DS OF S? READING THE GOSPEL TODAY .
Open y. Se“”mes‘t.e. histening to preachers.
Free BE%E Preaching through crusades. e TS 4
Ome ‘ble courses are provided e.g. Wandegeya in Kampala, Uganda. 5
Persq People especially "the horn again" Christians use oral methods. They move from
g umen 'O person and house to house etc. |
P€ople are gifted with the power of God.' They perform m:rgq!eg and as a result

Peap] 0d
o aCcept Jesus as their saviour and Lord."*

13.

L W O —

95
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\ et L 25
X L

F”: !
| " s media. Chnstian proci w
. i BT t 1S. n.‘ahb | ~ A L 0 }1- _
' Ullﬂh bﬂ'iﬂhm' s Wspap"’r"’q tha g AT B ¥ 5@[““3&54
¢ Thr hh dios television. ne qp[’@ﬂdlng” i g S
7 Through 4 ~ he G d News 18 ¢ _-
i ¢ L00 B

S 1 ,
telecast and by thi pelievers.

* a0n- o oion. Holy matritiony, ete.
Giving free services to non Smmunion. Hol | \

S ! such as I - ' actice, L
0 Taking part in sacramentsi:lr hiAtiAn teaching thrt};{gh plrcl;::;; Some Chnsﬁam
: . . > Q y ; iy 3
10 Moral conduct, 1.€ putins his has helped the o PHABE 10 Spreag i
| i their conduct This nd: My

exemplary
communities.
11 In schools.

cation  lessons and lectures are jp,

’ Parteq |
d News is being spread. d

Christian Religious Edu
schoolchildren and through this, the GO0

Seminars. crusades, retreats, etc

11 Giving free Christian literature on

14. The (Eomd News is being transmitted |
5. Through fellowships and congregation

synods, etc.

streets, hospitals, schools etc._ by
through plays, dance, music and drama

al prayer, holding Christian youth confe{emé

ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF THE ORAL METHOD 0of TH
TRANSMISSION OF THE GOOD NEWS IN THE EARLY CHURCH PERIOD

The oral period lasted abotit 335 years and during this '_tiljle the Gospel was preached by i
mouth. In fact the oral method of transmission became popular. It hgd_ th; follow:

advantages and disadvantages. - - 3
o o e
|1t was a solution to expensive writing. This is because, the people being poor coulé
aﬁﬁrd wﬂﬁm MtCIiﬂlS. % RO S o L et R o ‘ | |
2 It was easy to adopt and it encouraged fi g gl i . LIRS
: ellGWSh_l Y Lhe &
church period " encouraged felowstup in the Christian community of

! "qr'lg'."‘: r o
il y
.I. 3

; 41l , Jaid . _"1':“-!.,.1 . Fi.
R : R s . : ﬁ%ﬂ; .. ...'. I: “I _- " -1‘. Lnt‘ﬁ mlnds

S S L5 s BT . Iif
/. NO part T ?f hstencrs because ’cr.'imﬁ‘ullltttgfs
- No part would be lost i e procees
st and o . . oD the process.

-" 'lfi' &

RIS R R : ‘oo bo W
B a??gl} the Messiah could easily 0¢*

. S i
. 't,?-' g

aumber and different parts). W,ﬁ
| U mﬁn preached 0"3“)',‘ o “tp"

&## S, it m m j’

ff*f when he %”Ivﬂ

b -F:-_'-.*- i |
g
W v

(3
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| The method was subje

_ _ _ r d News could be percernved wrongly and
y AR In a distorted form .
AS eye witnesses die .

Y died, then that would be the end of the Gospel.  That is why other

complementary methods had 1o be adopted
The method was rsky for it depended on sharp memories ot the people’ Those who had

00r memories, ¢ ~ '
) Fl)"here —— rc}(?rl:(:“ ”’3(; 8rasp much. They could easily forget what was preached
; % (‘]]- b + S " . - . = % #
CCPEr scrutiny or criticism since it was limited to a few people on

the spot and som | itici
p € could ﬂ-“fal Lo criticise the preachers for purposes of respect  So. some
errors could go withou; being criticised

5. The method was tiresome to

to a tew people in affordable
from 1t

6. The method was gre-atly affected by the language as a media It could only benefit the
Jews and to a Gentile who did not know

meaning to him

7. The method depended on the Holy Spint Inspiration otherwise. a preacher would be stuck
In the process of communication especially. .where he failed to recall what exactly had
happened to Jesus Christ

8 The method was also subject to the heretical tendencies of mantpulation. The enemies of
the Church would also join and send wrong information to the pubhc

Y. There was also lack of co-ordination amongst the preachers. Sometimes. thev could
preach in a somewhat contradictory form depending on reliability or unreliability of
sources where the message had been picked. |

10. There were some omissions and additions depending on the strength or weakriess of the
Preacher. Some exaggerations could be made since it was open to any interested person to
£0 and inform his colleagues about Christ.

'l Now that anybody could take the information and tell it to the neighbour. some enemies
of the Church started misinterpreting it to suit their interests, causing confusion.
delil)eratéjy' blaspheming and misinforming the public ”

= It also depended on the interest of a listener. If one found a tired person, depressed or
sick listener, he would talk about Christ only to receive insults, and blows.

0

'-..IJ

]}r_eachers for it involved repetitions and it was only confined
distance. Those from far off lands could not easilv benefit

the language, it was a mere storv without

ZUIDING QUESTIONS TO BE ANSWERED BY ABOVE POINTS |
Q: r(fﬁmment on one of the methods used in the transmission of Good News In
0. :;‘:Deriod of the early Churc‘h. -
“Uss the advantages and disadvantages of the oral method of transmis
of Good News in the first thirty five years of the early Church pgrlﬂd-
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THE ROLE PLAYED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE SPREAD OF THE GOoyp,
NEWS IN THE EARLY CHURCH PERIOD |
The Holy Spirit forms the third person in trinity. Before Jesus ra_scended Into heaven, he b,
promised to send to all the followers the power of the Holy szrzt Of? the day of Pentecog
the Holy Spint descended upon them and enabled them to do the tollowing

1. It brought unity amongst all believers With this, they were able to spread the Gooq
. News.

2. It 1s the Holy Spirit that enabl

ed people to repent and turn to God and in so- doing. the
Gospel spread. e |

The Holy Spirit enabled Christians perform miracles and wonders in Jesus' name. People
believed and consequently, the Gospel spread cf Acts 3 1 T

4. The Holy Spirit empowered them to preach with wisdom and out of this, the Gospel
asrend g

5. ltis the gift of the Holy

6. The power of the Holy
the former persecutors

Spirit that marks the beginning of the Christian faith.

Spirit in the spread of the Good News can be witnessed in INSpiring
of the Church to turn to Christ. A man like Saul (later Paul) was
completely transformed into an apostle of Christ on his way to Damascus.

7. It allowed them to preach in langtiages that could be understood by all Christians.

8. The Holy Spirit reminded the believers of what Jesus had done for them on the cross.

9. The Holy Spirit inspired the preaching of the apostles and it touched men's hearts: -

10. It is the Holy Spirit that made Christians distinguish acts of Judism from those of
Christianity and followed the latter. = 28
I1. The Holy Spirit influenced the |
grew and expanded. 35k < 4
12. During the difficult times of emperor Nero' T onaa o o,

enabled Christians to withstand or endure suffering. acts, 1t is the Holy Spirit that
13. With the coming of the Holy Spirit, the disciples came oy of the hid; -

they started spreading the Good News. e e s co s IRORG Courageously and
. The Holy Spirit convicted men of theif sins and brought then ' '

It led Christians to have exemplary lives and this hélpgel:iltl? ?:n: “ePentance.
thus, assisting in the spread of the Gospel. B adisder S any peopl
16. The holy Spirit inspired the early Gospel writers to recal] the Ke

well and write the four Gospels- Mark, Matthew, Luke and It

of Jesus Christ under the influence of the Holy S irit. A

gentile world. gaasdibing iz DN B ¥R 300k e DN — SPread to the
I7. Under the, power of the Holy Spirit;‘thié apbdstles successiilly mabii= ' .~ o ...

and reclaimed the Good News to the Gentile wor ' 34
18. The Holy, Spirit made the ‘early Christ

14,
15 s
€ toChrist.
Y@Matic informario
Al o Mormation very

'

g -

-
o = i
e B
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T = B | ||._. 1. O RGERERLS LN s
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o They encouraged self control
0 Apﬂstles' commitments

o They organised seminars, conferences

o s
ngst the Christians in times of temptation

elc.

o Visited the sick.

0 Participated in the building of the churches
¢ Consoled and comforted Christians etc |

FACTORS LIMITING THE MOV

1
2,

3
4
5
6.
-
8
9

10
[

12

13

14

_ E OF . ,
Lk i i 0 iarn e g THE HOLY SPIRIT TODAY

Rigid laws in the Church. Some

- people are not allow re noise whi s
in some churches. ed to make noise while praising God

- Hypocrisy on the side of Christians
. Lack of genuine love amongst Christians.
- Jealousy. envy, malice, sabotage. etc.

Discrimination practised in some churches.

- Sycretism, idolatry instead of worshipping only one God.
- Lack of good exemplary acts amongst Christian leaders.

Immorality practised by some Christians

. The wurl_ci 1S becoming less religious and it is becoming secular. |
. Chaos, disorder, upheavals. turbulence everywhere limits the chances for the Holv Spirit

-
-
=

to manifest itselt

- Malicious acts and all sorts atrocities such as murder, genocide e. ¢ in Rwanda, killings in
northern Uganda and Kasese all prevent the Holy Spirit from doing its work.

- Generally, lack of faith in God, loss of trust and confidence in God bv most people.
- Economic hardships. Some people are material oriented.

EXCEPTIONAL CASES WHERE THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS MANIFESTED ITSELF

1.
2
3.
4

In some Churches e.g. Pentecostals, the Holy Spirit manifests itself.

- There is a spirit of fellowships, unity amongst the saved believers.

Some people perform miracles in Jesus' name. It only requires faith from behevers.

- There are some people who are repenting and turning away from their sins e.¢. there are

many charismatic Roman Catholics who act under the influence of the Holy Spint..
There are people who are persecuted for their faith and continue to spread the Gospel

This is due to the power of the Holy Spirit.

- Some peaple of faith become survivors of road accidents e.g. 1 out of 14 people may

survive an accident. This is an evidence that the Holy Spirit 1s at work. |
In the churches where the savedees pray from, they speak in tongues and preach with a

strong force because of the influence of the Holy Sp:nrit. N
The building of churches in most parts of the world is largely the work of the Holy Spint

SUIDING QUESTIONS , N
(@) "The spreading of :he Good News was largely the work of the Holy Spirit than

m (]
an’s effort.” Comment.

(b)
(c)

In which ways does the Holy Spirit manifest himself in the life of Christians today ?
Analyse the factors that have limited the work of the Holy Spint today.
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OSTOLIC CHURCH IN SPREADING

PROBLEMS FACED BY THE AP

>OSPEL o | iy
Tlhe apostolic period was a period 1n the earl}dC;;L;we
when some of the disciples were still alive an -

1od were: . with no sur
period were: . Most of them were poor A € Meap .

: - 0 f poverty. | 0 $ 0f
| The major problem was that 0

hat ranged from 35- 100 A p -

5 : a I[]T'h
The problems that were faceq ;.

n thi

survival. amongst Christians especially 1n the City o

. *t}r | ‘

5  There also emerged a problem of disum | . i

Corinth. Some c%aimed to follow Peter, others Paul. Apollos yet others claimed to )
Chnst. | o | | :

3. There was a problem of opposition and persecuiion which started n Jerusalem wig, the

stoning of Stephen, later to Peter and Paul and Dth:fﬂ'*i’lF’U'E*'[]"?-5 There were also suqgy,
the Christians.

arrests made by emperor Nero who harassed e i

4. As the Gospel picked root, St Paul's personality posed a lot Qf Prabicitls.  BlS ackgroyng
posed a big problem in his evangelisation crusades. In Galatia and (Corinth) they doubteg
his apostoleship since he had previously persecuted the church and he was a fanas

follower of the law. | | ssal
5. Problem of cultural conflicts. The Jews could not compromise with the Gentiles since

their cultures conflicted
6. There was the problem of the gnostics: heretics and the saboteurs. There was undermining

the Church and Christian faith.

7. There were also tiresome missionary journeys. The apostles had to walk long distances
having no water, food, and other basic needs.

8. There also emerged a problem of backsliding as some Christians fell in to temptations and
lost their faith.

9. At this time, there was a problem of language barrier. There were several languages and
the people could not understand Aramaic and other Jewish languages. s

10. There was also a problem on discipline in the Church. Some C hr;stians started quarrelling
amongst themselves, others dressing indecently in public places and places of worship.

1121 gqme people s‘tarted douﬁting_and denying the resurrection of Christ and that of believers

. 2 1:;;5; ;l:ia f}r}:)esgel .m'es.sa__hge was orally preached, there came 2 problem of forgetting
I3. l::;fﬁ ﬁ?ﬁimﬁfé&aiom ‘the position of women in the Church especially of

M ot "L..:.__".__I__ a1 ;r._r.::;_ T "-'-?_"._-' ',L [‘:‘ : '.':F,'* _.'. : --. R £1 By - -
o s et E‘*i mng spiritual gifts. Those who had these giftS

i

knew how to read or write. Most of

: L ;:1'.—1-;I:- -.. l_l_ 1-_‘_ :‘!‘ ‘-\_‘ ’ =
T Ty k-]

i those who could not read them
. S Qeeple gave up thinking

o
. This immoraity had 1
uence of the dual existence f
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(he early Christians carried out insl;-uCTO SOLVE THESE PROE:

| . flons e . 4
thereby solving the problem of indiscipline Fe”her through writing or using emissaries

advising ﬂ;‘emdﬂn hpw o live good Christian “f:r example. Paul wrote to the Corinthians
, St paul detended his apostolic authaor: | .
problem of being doubred by early Chrisgng """ 314 Witing thercby solving the

4 In attempting to solve the problem of
gradually given specific roles. For e

5 All Christian preachers started incul
St Paul wrote to the Corinthians casg
1- 4.

6. On opposition from the Jews the Church

a trwe Christiar” James and Payl agreed
Jews understood this

7 ;f;g;fslggetgfiigil?;;e?;iﬂiﬁgrch erllcouragt?rd-the suffering Christians to have faith,
he. O suffering Christians. Eventually people got the courage
to withstand suttering.

8. The early church went on ta encourage the sharing of property especially the richer
converts were encouraged to sell off their property and the proceeds would be shared to
benefit the poor. Alms were also collected to assist the poor thereby solving the problem
of poverty. .

9 T:he Church also always referred to the life of Christ. This solved the problems of
dishonesty, quarrels, persecution, jealousy, etc.

10. There was also emphasis on love of one another. This solved most problems that were
wrecking relationships amongst Christian communities.

l1. Various solutions and scholarly discoveries were made to solve the synoptic problem
Although, this remained controversial, the Christians became enlightened on what causes
such disagreements and agreements between the Gospel writers.

12 Christians were also encouraged to forg /e and share each other's burdens

xample, the .‘bﬁok-_.ﬁﬁA@ts-.gives_-the seven deacons.
tcfattqg th(? v1rFues of unity through, their teachings e.g.
Igating. disunity caused by the-sprinter groups in [ Cor

Strugglgd to explain "On what makes a Christian
that it is faith than the law that saves. soon the

3. The Christian Church stz | i 18 T 7 “w ﬁf the world- far from Palestine.
This solved the problem of persecution in the Roman Empire.

'4. The carly Church n started writing letters to difterent Churches, appointing local

church leaders to manage church he problem of tiresome missionary
: € dmg ﬁf CHUITcCtio : * a. ._* - by
apostie’s personal testit o2 e

16.
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20. The threat of the heretlcs and other saboteurs was solved by putting

h up the Criterig lp
~which genuine hooks of the New testament would be |udLed Thu\

the contuslon 0f
unreligious books was eladlcated ) R R e
21. As the Church continued to expand the order . of worshlp (Iiturgy) was put in place 1,
- assist the scattered Christians all over the world.
22. The problem of Gospel distortion was solved by or 83111"1“" some davs for Blble Studies
- which gave a proper interpretation of the scriptures T
23. To reduce the problem of owr-dependence and burdening of the Church. some apostl
like Paul surrendered their lives for the sake of the Gospel
GUIDING QUESTIONS

Q: (a) Examine the problems encountered by the Christians of the early church in
Spreadmg the Gospel.

(b) How did the Chutch attempt to solve them 3
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